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@ Hahn,Lewis E.2001.A contextualistic worldview:essay. Southern Illinois University:the Board
of Trusteses:82.
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© 5] H Hahn,Lewis E.2001.A contextualistic worldview:essay. Southern Illinois University:the
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The Sources of Epistemic Contextualism

Wei Yi-dong

Abstract: Epistemic or epistemological contextualism is a recent and hotly
debated view. To say it formally, epistemic contextualism is such a view that the
proposition expressed by a given knowledge sentence depends upon the context in
which it is uttered. What makes this view interesting and controversial is that
‘context’ here refers, not to certain features of the putative subject of knowledge, but
rather to features of the knowledge attributor’s psychology or conversational-practical
situation. As a result of such context-dependence and context-sensitivity, utterances of
a given such sentence, or a given proposition, made in different contexts, may differ
in truth value.

Key words: epistemic contextualism; pragmatic naturalism; Gettier problem;
pluralism ; social epistemology



